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It's	easy	to	free	up	space	on	an	Android	device.	Antonio	Villas-Boas/Insider	Reviews	Has	your	Android	device	become	slow,	glitchy,	or	just	generally	performs	poorly?	It's	possible	that	your	device	is	running	out	of	storage	space.Running	out	of	memory	can	negatively	impact	your	device	in	numerous	ways	—	at	its	worst,	you	might	not	even	be	able	to
open	apps.	Insider	Inc.	receives	a	commission	when	you	buy	through	our	links.	More:	Tech	How	To	Android	Storage	space	Android	phones	Sarah	Jacobsson	Purewal/CNET	It	doesn't	matter	if	your	Android	phone	has	expandable	storage	via	a	microSD	card	--	you	fill	up	whatever	space	you're	given,	whether	it's	32GB	or	200GB.	Here	are	some	easy	ways
to	free	up	storage	on	your	Android	device	--	both	the	internal	storage	and	microSD.Got	an	iPhone?	Check	out	our	tips	for	clearing	up	space	on	your	iOS	device	here.Clear	the	cacheMany	Android	apps	use	stored	--	or	cached	--	data	to	give	you	a	better	user	experience.	Cached	data	can	save	a	little	time	(and	mobile	data),	but	the	files	stored	in	app
caches	are	for	convenience	and	are	not	strictly	necessary.	If	you	need	to	clear	up	space	on	your	phone	quickly,	the	app	cache	is	the	first	place	you	should	look.	Screenshot	by	Sarah	Jacobsson	Purewal/CNET	To	clear	cached	data	from	a	single	app,	go	to	Settings	>	Applications	>	Application	Manager	and	tap	on	the	app	you	want	to	modify.	In	the	app's
Application	info	menu,	tap	Storage	and	then	tap	Clear	Cache	to	clear	the	app's	cache.	Sarah	Jacobsson	Purewal/CNET	To	clear	cached	data	from	all	apps,	go	to	Settings	>	Storage	and	tap	Cached	data	to	clear	the	caches	of	all	the	apps	on	your	phone.	Delete	your	downloadsYour	Android	phone	has	a	downloads	folder	where	everything	you	download	--
photos,	videos,	documents	and	other	files	--	is	stored.	Chances	are	most	of	the	files	in	your	downloads	folder	are	not	files	you're	particularly	attached	to.	(For	some	reason	my	downloads	folder	is	full	of	pictures	of	Pizza	Hut's	Ultimate	Hershey's	Chocolate	Chip	Cookies.)	So	you	should	be	able	to	free	up	some	storage	space	by	deleting	these
unnecessary	files.	Sarah	Jacobsson	Purewal/CNET	You'll	find	your	downloads	folder	--	which	might	be	called	My	Files	--	in	your	app	drawer.	Tap	and	hold	a	file	to	select	it,	then	tap	the	trash	can	icon,	the	remove	button	or	the	delete	button	to	get	rid	of	it.Take	advantage	of	Google	PhotosGuess	what?	Google	Photos	lets	you	back	up	an	unlimited
number	of	photos.	In	other	words,	you	can	back	up	every	single	photo	you	take	with	your	Android	phone	directly	to	Google	Photos,	and	it	will	not	count	against	your	Google	Drive	space.	Once	your	photos	are	backed	up,	you	can	delete	them	from	your	device	to	free	up	space.	Sarah	Jacobsson	Purewal/CNET	You	will	need	to	turn	on	Google	Photos'	Back
up	&	sync	feature	to	take	advantage	of	all	this	free	cloud	storage	space.	To	do	this,	open	the	Google	Photos	app	and	go	to	Settings	>	Back	up	&	sync	and	turn	it	on.You	can	choose	to	back	up	your	photos	at	"high	quality"	resolution	--	up	to	16	megapixels	--	or	to	back	them	up	at	the	original	size.	Google	Photos	only	offers	unlimited	storage	for	"high
quality"	photos,	and	any	photos	backed	up	at	the	original	size	will	count	against	your	Google	Drive	storage	limit.	Sarah	Jacobsson	Purewal/CNET	Once	you've	backed	up	your	photos	using	Google	Photos,	you	can	go	to	Settings	>	Free	up	device	storage,	and	Google	Photos	will	delete	any	photos	and	videos	that	have	been	backed	up.Move	apps	to	the
microSD	cardApps	probably	take	up	most	of	the	storage	space	on	your	phone.	If	you've	got	an	Android	phone	that	lets	you	add	a	microSD	card	for	extra	storage,	you	may	be	able	to	move	some	of	your	storage-sucking	apps	to	that	microSD	card.	To	do	this,	open	Settings	and	go	to	Applications	>	Application	manager	and	tap	the	app	you	want	to	move.If
the	app	can	be	moved,	you	will	see	a	button	that	says	Move	to	SD	card	--	tap	this	button	to	move	the	app	to	the	microSD	card.	(On	some	phones,	you	may	have	to	tap	Storage	to	find	this	option.)	Only	part	of	the	app	will	be	moved	to	the	microSD	card.	How	much	of	the	app	will	be	moved	depends	on	the	app	and,	unfortunately,	many	large	games	will



not	move	a	significant	portion	of	their	data	to	the	microSD	card.	Move	apps	to	the	trashIf	you've	tried	all	of	these	tips	and	you	still	need	more	space,	there's	no	getting	around	it	--	you're	going	to	have	to	start	deleting	some	things.	You've	probably	got	some	(maybe	several)	apps	on	your	device	that	you	never	use.	Sarah	Jacobsson	Purewal/CNET	To
figure	out	which	apps	are	taking	up	the	most	space,	open	Settings	and	go	to	Storage	>	Apps.	You'll	see	a	list	of	apps	sorted	by	size	--	the	biggest	apps	will	the	at	the	top	of	the	list.	Sarah	Jacobsson	Purewal/CNET	To	delete	an	app	you	don't	use,	tap	the	app	and	then	tap	the	"i"	icon	next	to	the	app's	name.	Tap	uninstall	to	get	rid	of	the	app.	Page	2	For
many	people,	the	iPhone	has	become	a	storage	hub	for	everything	from	photo	libraries	to	music	collections,	books,	games	and	much	more.	But	that	also	means	it	can	be	easy	to	run	out	of	space.	Even	though	Apple	increased	the	iPhone's	default	storage	from	64GB	to	128GB	with	the	iPhone	13,	that	might	not	be	enough	for	everyone.		The	best	way	to
save	local	storage	is	to	invest	in	a	cloud	storage	service	like	Apple's	iCloud,	Google	Drive,	Box	or	Dropbox	to	offload	some	of	your	files.	But	there	are	also	certain	settings	you	can	change	to	make	sure	you're	using	your	iPhone's	storage	capacity	to	its	fullest.	When	iOS	16	launches,	your	iPhone	will	also	be	able	to	detect	duplicate	photos,	which	should
make	it	easier	to	keep	your	image	library	lean	and	organized.	See	below	to	learn	more	about	how	to	free	up	storage	space	on	your	iPhone.Read	more:	Your	iPhone's	Lock	Screen	Is	Getting	a	Big	RevampFirst,	see	what's	taking	up	the	most	space	on	your	iPhoneTo	maximize	your	iPhone's	storage,	you	need	to	know	what's	occupying	your	device	in	the
first	place.	Take	a	look	at	what's	eating	up	your	storage	so	that	you	know	where	to	get	started.	Launch	Settings,	tap	General	and	scroll	down	to	iPhone	Storage.	Choose	this	option	to	see	a	breakdown	of	the	types	of	files	and	media	that	are	taking	up	space	on	your	iPhone.	Apple	might	also	make	some	recommendations	about	how	to	free	up	space,	such
as	reviewing	videos	stored	on	your	device	as	shown	below.	Take	a	look	at	what's	eating	up	your	iPhone's	storage	in	the	settings	menu.	Screenshot	by	Lisa	Eadicicco/CNET	Make	sure	your	iPhone	is	optimizing	photo	storagePhotos	are	among	the	biggest	offenders	when	it	comes	to	gobbling	up	space	on	your	iPhone.	But	the	iPhone's	settings	menu	has
an	option	that	enables	your	device	to	save	smaller	photo	files	locally	if	your	device	is	low	on	space	instead	of	the	original	versions.	These	full-resolution	photos	and	videos	are	instead	stored	in	iCloud,	and	you	can	download	them	as	needed.	To	make	sure	this	feature	is	turned	on,	start	by	opening	the	Settings	app.	Then	scroll	down	to	Photos	and	make
sure	there's	a	blue	checkmark	next	to	the	Optimize	iPhone	Storage	option.		Make	sure	your	iPhone	is	being	as	efficient	as	possible	when	it	comes	to	saving	media	files.		Screenshot	by	Lisa	Eadicicco/CNET	Read	more:	Should	You	Upgrade	to	the	iPhone	13?	See	How	It	Compares	to	Older	ModelsSave	photos	and	videos	to	a	cloud	service	instead	of	on
your	deviceThe	best	way	to	free	up	space	on	your	iPhone	is	to	remove	files	you	don't	need	to	store	on	your	device.	But	that	doesn't	mean	you	have	to	downsize	your	photo	library.	Instead,	try	storing	them	in	a	third-party	cloud	storage	service	like	Google	Photos	rather	than	on	your	device.	It's	a	quick	way	to	free	up	a	lot	of	storage	without	requiring
you	to	part	with	old	memories.But	before	you	delete	anything,	make	sure	the	photos	you	want	to	save	have	been	backed	up	or	transferred	to	Google	Photos.	If	your	photos	and	videos	are	not	backed	up	to	another	service	like	Google	Photos,	Dropbox,	Box	or	OneDrive	before	being	deleted,	they'll	be	permanently	erased.	This	guide	walks	you	through
how	to	copy	over	your	entire	iCloud	photo	library	to	Google	Photos,	but	just	note	that	the	unlimited	free	storage	option	is	no	longer	available.You	might	be	wondering	why	you	need	to	use	a	separate	cloud	service	if	your	photos	are	already	stored	in	iCloud.	That's	because	deleting	your	photos	from	your	iPhone	erases	them	from	iCloud	as	well,	so	you'll
want	to	use	another	service	if	you	plan	to	delete	images	from	your	device.You	can	try	saving	photos	in	a	cloud	storage	app	like	Google	Photos.		Sarah	Tew/CNET	Delete	apps	you	no	longer	useAnother	great	way	to	clear	out	your	iPhone	is	to	get	rid	of	apps	you	no	longer	use.	If	you	don't	know	where	to	start,	take	a	look	at	which	apps	you	haven't	used
in	a	long	time.	Open	your	iPhone's	Settings	menu,	tap	General	and	go	to	iPhone	Storage.	You'll	see	a	list	of	your	apps	along	with	how	much	space	each	app	occupies	and	the	last	time	you	used	it.	Scroll	through	the	list	and	try	deleting	apps	that	you	haven't	used	in	a	long	time.			Get	rid	of	apps	you	haven't	used	in	a	long	time.	You	can	see	the	last	time
you've	used	a	specific	app	in	the	iPhone's	settings	menu.	Screenshot	by	Lisa	Eadicicco/CNET	Offload	apps	you	don't	use	all	the	timeIf	you	don't	want	to	completely	delete	an	app,	you	can	offload	it	instead.	Offloading	it	lets	you	retain	the	documents	and	data	associated	with	that	app	so	that	you	can	reinstall	it	anytime	and	quickly	pick	up	right	where
you	left	off.	Navigate	back	to	the	list	mentioned	above	by	opening	Settings,	pressing	General	and	choosing	iPhone	Storage.	Tap	any	app	in	the	list	and	select	Offload	App.	You	can	also	set	your	iPhone	to	do	this	automatically	by	opening	Settings,	tapping	the	App	Store	option	and	making	sure	the	Offload	Unused	Apps	switch	is	toggled	on.	You	can
offload	apps	you	don't	use	very	often	instead	of	deleting	them.		Screenshot	by	Lisa	Eadicicco/CNET	Read	more:	An	iPhone	Without	a	Charging	Port	Isn't	as	Crazy	as	It	SoundsAutomatically	delete	old	messagesIt's	not	just	photos,	videos	and	apps	that	may	be	clogging	your	iPhone's	storage.	Getting	rid	of	old	text	messages	can	be	helpful	as	well.	You
can	set	your	iPhone	to	automatically	delete	your	message	history	by	opening	Settings,	choosing	Messages	and	tapping	the	Keep	Messages	option	under	Message	History.	From	there,	select	if	you'd	like	your	iPhone	to	retain	text	messages	for	30	days,	one	year	or	forever.	Stop	saving	text	messages	indefinitely	by	changing	this	setting	on	your	iPhone.
Screenshot	by	Lisa	Eadicicco/CNET	Delete	videos	and	music	from	apps	You	probably	have	videos	and	music	stored	offline	in	multiple	apps	on	your	phone,	and	fortunately,	there's	an	easy	way	to	find	those	files	and	delete	them.	Launch	Settings,	choose	General	and	select	iPhone	Storage.	Search	for	an	app	that	you've	downloaded	offline	content	from,
such	as	Netflix.	You'll	then	see	storage	information	about	the	app,	such	as	its	size	and	buttons	for	deleting	or	offloading	it.	If	you've	downloaded	offline	videos,	you'll	also	see	a	section	for	this	content	underneath	the	Delete	App	button.	Place	your	finger	on	a	downloaded	video	and	swipe	it	all	the	way	over	to	the	left	side	of	the	screen	to	delete
it.	There's	an	easy	way	to	delete	videos	and	music	files	you've	saved	within	app	to	free	up	space	on	your	iPhone.	Screenshot	by	Lisa	Eadicicco/CNET	Read	more:	Want	to	Get	More	Out	of	Your	Apple	Watch?	Change	These	SettingsClear	out	your	web	browser	cacheYou	can	always	try	cleaning	out	your	web	browser	cache	if	you're	really	scrounging	for
space,	although	deleting	apps	and	media	will	make	a	much	bigger	difference.	But	doing	so	could	give	your	iPhone	a	bit	of	a	speed	boost	when	web	browsing,	so	it's	worth	trying	if	you're	low	on	storage	and	are	experiencing	sluggish	browser	performance.	But	just	remember	that	it	will	sign	you	out	of	websites	you've	logged	into.Open	Settings,	choose
Safari	and	tap	Clear	History	and	Website	Data.	Clear	out	your	Safari	cache	to	see	a	performance	boost	and	save	a	little	space.		Screenshot	by	Lisa	Eadicicco/CNET	If	you	use	Google	Chrome,	tap	the	three	dots	at	the	bottom	of	the	screen,	choose	History	and	tap	Clear	Browsing	Data.	You	should	see	a	check	mark	next	to	three	categories:	Browsing
History,	Cookies,	Site	Data	and	Cached	Images	and	Files.	If	you	want	to	only	delete	browsing	data	for	a	certain	time	period,	tap	the	Time	Range	option	near	the	top	of	the	screen	before	hitting	Clear	Browsing	Data	at	the	bottom.You	can	also	clear	your	Google	Chrome	cache	easily	within	the	app.		Screenshot	by	Lisa	Eadicicco/CNET	Looking	for	more
iPhone	tips?	Check	out	our	guide	to	the	best	new	features	coming	in	iOS	16.	Plus,	here's	how	to	delete	your	iPhone's	cache.
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